LIBRARY ELECTION SLATE OF CANDIDATES

Monday, October 26, 2026 - 9 am to 9 pm at the Main Library, Parkville Branch, & Great Neck Plaza Village Hall

AN

GREAT NECK LIBRARY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
4-year term (January 2027-3l) for the seat currently held by Liman Mimi Hu

B3 | CAPT Daniel G. Straub, Ph.D., USN (ret.)
WP Great Neck

D .

‘ » ’ / am a candjaate for the expiring
4 ‘ position of: Liman Mimi Hu

Education:
- AS City College of Bellvue, WA
- AA Mt. San Antonio College, Walnut, CA
- BA, Philosophy, Pennsylvania State University
- MA, International Relations, Boston University
- Ph.D., Security Studies, Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, CA

Current Occupation:
- Retired U.S. Navy Captain

Membership/Service/ Community Organizations:
- Former Professor of Naval Science at United States Merchant Marine Academy.
Taught Leadership and Ethics.
- Former Professor at George Washington University. Taught U.S. Grand Strategy
graduate course

Candidate’s Statement:
| am committed to serving the community of Great Neck through clear
communication, coordination, and collaboration with other Great Neck Library
Board members, while focusing on transparent and thorough financial oversight,
policy-making, and application of community values while always upholding the
highest ethical standards.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
4-year term (January 2027-3I) for the seat currently held by Rory Lancman

David Shahverdi
Great Neck

/ am a candiaate for the expiring
position of: Rory Lancman

r

Education:
- University at Albany, SUNY; Bachelors of Science
- Baruch College, CUNY, MBA

Current Occupation:
- Investment Analyst
- Financial Analyst
- Portfolio Manager

Candidate’s Statement:
Public library service should be rooted in access, stewardship, and respect for the
whole community. A library should help residents learn, explore, gather, and pursue
opportunity at every stage of life, whether through books, technology, programs,
quiet study space, or cultural resources. Trustees should support that mission by
listening carefully, using resources responsibly, respecting professional staff, and
ensuring the library remains welcoming, relevant, and sustainable for future
generations.

Great Neck

/ am a candiaate for the expiring
position of Rory Lancman

Education:
- NYU School of Law, |.D.
- Wesleyan University, B.A.

Current Occupation:
- Principal Law Clerk, NY State Unified Court System

Membership/Service/ Community Organizations:
- Great Neck Library Board of Trustees, Trustee
- Queens County Women’s Bar Association, Board Director
- NYC Equal Justice In the Courts Committee (EJIC), Committee Member
- Nassau County DAs Office, Asian Advisory Council Member

Candidate’s Statement:
| believe a public library is for everyone—accessible, welcoming, and fun, while
responding to the evolving needs of our community. As a resource center for
lifelong learning, our library must adapt to new technologies and the changing ways
we live and work. With more people working remotely, the library can provide
space for residents to work, learn, and connect. A public library is a place where
people find information, opportunity, connection, and a community.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

2-year term (January 2027-29) for the expiring Vacant seat

Lynne Bursky-Tammam
Great Neck

[ am a candidate for the
explring Vacant seat

Education:
- Bachelor of Science in Education, Baruch College, C.U.N.Y.
- Master of Arts, New York University (N.Y.U.)
- Doctor of Education, Teachers College, Columbia University

Current Occupation:

- Currently, | am a special education teacher and consultant in private practice,
specializing with students who are underachieving in reading, writing, and/or math
for a variety of reasons which necessitate the implementation of alternative
instructional techniques.

Membership/Service/Community Organizations:
- Great Neck Memorial Day Parade 5th Division Commander
- Chairperson, Yom Hashoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day) Mobilization
Committee
- Co-founder; Jewish Community Judicial Watch Group
- Chairperson, Simchat Torah Coordinating Committee

Candidate’s Statement:
Public library service, first and foremost, must be dedicated to ensuring that the
entire community is aware of and has access to the library’s resources and services.
Service must be dedicated to making sure that the library is promoting the love of
reading, books, and the literacy needed to do that. Those who serve the library
have a fiduciary responsibility to all its members to make sure that monies are spent
responsibly toward these ends.

Z “ Dr. Krish Soundararajan
fores M| Great Neck

L / am a candidate for the

™ expiring Vacant seat

Education:
- CPE - Certified Physician Executive, American College of Physician Executives,
Tampa, Florida
- CM- Certified Mentor, Veteran Administration Health System, Delaware
- MBA - Creighton University, Omaha, NE
- Health Care Policy - Creighton University, Omaha, NE
- FRCS - Royal College of Physicians & Surgeons, Glasgow, UK
- Vascular Surgery Fellowship- Icahn School of Medicine @ Mount Sinai, NY
- Surgical Residency - Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Bronx, NY
- MBBS (MD - conferred by NYS education board) - Madras University, Chennai, India

Current Occupation:
- Chief of Vascular Surgery — NYC Health + Hospitals/Queens
- Director of Performance & Quality, Vascular Surgery - Mount Sinai Health System
- Associate Professor of Surgery & Radiology - Icahn School of Medicine @
Mount Sinai, NY

Membership/Service/Community Organizations:
- President of South Asian Vascular Society
- Alumni Committee, American Association of Physicians of Indian Origin
- Secretary, American Tamil Medical Association
- International Relations Committee, Society for Vascular Surgeons

Candidate’s Statement:
My career has developed my judgment, accountability, and ability to make thoughtful
decisions under pressure—qualities essential to effective library governance.
Leadership in professional societies has strengthened my skills in collaboration and
responsible resource stewardship, which | would bring to Board service. My medical
affiliation has reinforced my commitment to education and lifelong learning. |
hope to serve and support the library in fostering a welcoming, innovative, and
responsive environment for residents of all ages and backgrounds.
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Nominating Committee

3-year term (January 2027-30) for the seat currently held by Daniel Pitt Stoller

Melissa Jurin
Great Neck

/ am a candjaate for the expiring
B position of Daniel Pitt Stoller

Education:
- B.A. -Barnard College, Columbia University
- M.A-- Teachers College, Columbia University

Current Occupation:

- Educator-teacher of English and history; former adjunct professor at Touro College,
history and politics

- Podcaster- Co-host of a syndicated eponymous show since 20I5. Frank MacKay,
broadcaster and former head of the NYS Independence Party, and | host this weekly
show on politics and news of the day.

- Writer- contributing author of Hope for Tomorrow, published in May 2026.

- Co-author with Sandra Hochman of Dying to Get Under the Chuppah: A comic
novel

Membership/Service/ Community Organizations:
- Barnard College Class Officer
- Volunteer for Barnard College Alumnae and student affairs
- Supporter of Ally Cats Allies (non-profit protecting the lives of cats and kittens)
- Former parent member of the Parents Association at
Nassau BOCES/Rosemary Kennedy School

Candidate’s Statement:
| believe that libraries such as ours serve as accessible spaces for individuals of all
backgrounds, providing portals to information, education, employment, and personal
growth.

| am articulate and passionate about education and literacy, and the vital role that
the library plays in their promotion. Through my advocacy for my cognitively disabled
son, | am well-equipped to address community needs, negotiate for equitable
outcomes, and build networks with our community members.

Leon Manoucheri
Great Neck

/ am a candlaate for the expiring
position of Daniel Pitt Stoller

Education:
- BBA in Marketing from Hofstra University

Current Occupation:
- Residential manager for co-op and condo in New York and Long Island. | was
working for the same company for |7 years and started a new role with Argo Real
Estate in April 2026.

Membership/Service/ Community Organizations:
- IREM Member in pursuing for my CPM certification

Candidate’s Statement:
My philosophy of Great Neck Public Library service is grounded in strong leadership,
fiscal responsibility, and a commitment to serving the entire community. The library
should provide exceptional educational, cultural, and technological resources while
remaining accessible and responsive to residents of all ages. Effective governance
requires thoughtful planning, accountability, and collaboration. My goal is to ensure
the library continues to evolve, operate efficiently, and remain a respected and
essential institution for the Great Neck community.

Nominating Committee

3-year term (January 2027-30) for the seat currently held by Joanna Stolove

Debra Kaufman
Great Neck

/ am a candjaate for the expiring
position of: Joanna Stolove

Education:
- BS George Washington University, Finance Major
- MHA Hofstra University

Current Occupation:

- Contracting Manager & Business Analyst: Develop provider contracts for facilities,
physicians, specialist and ancillary providers. Ensure network delivers the highest
level of service and care to members. Review analyze, negotiate, implement and
maintain existing contracts with an understanding of the professional, institutional
rates schedules and contractual language. Identify network development
opportunities through financial analysis, client requests, and product development.

Membership/Service/ Community Organizations:
- Member- Temple Israel
- Member — National Associate of Realtors (NAR)
- Volunteer work — volunteered with PTO (select events with Baker; Middle School)
- UPTC (Formerly on Budget Committee).
- USFHP captain 4.0 league, Glenhead,
- Poll worker — Great Neck North / EM Baker

Candidate’s Statement:
| support the belief that residents of the community have access to information,
knowledge, education, culture, and opportunities for personal growth.

| am committed to supporting the library’s committee through knowledge,
experience, interest and commitment. | believe in working with a diverse, qualified
group of members who can work collaboratively, and provide meaningful guidance
to support the library’s mission and future needs.

ST RPN .
;gl' "@Q& llana Scheiner Kroll

241 Great Neck

kl% / am a candjaate for the expiring
| position of- Joanna Stolove

Education:
- B.A. Barnard College

Membership/Service/ Community Organizations:
- Member of the ARC

Candidate’s Statement:
llana began her career on the Editorial staff of Harper & Row. Her career took an
unexpected 27 year detour after a gap-year study-abroad program recruited her to
be their Executive Director: llana is dedicated to ensuring the library remains a
vibrant hub for learning, technology, and connection for all residents. llana is
honored to be considered for a spot on the Nominating Committee.




