


position of the school board, stated "the policy-making body of the
Great Neck schools would be executing a program in which it did
not believe. In addition, funding is doubtful. Therefore, there would
be no real educational benefit for the pupils involved."

The busing issue officially ended in 1969, but there are some
who believe that its repercussions are still felt in the community
today.

THE SCHOOLS

Years of Growth

Great Neck has always been a community that evinced a
strong interest in its children's education. During the 50's, Life
Magazine described the school district as "one of the outstanding
systems in the State for its good teachers, good equipment,
relatively small classes and actively interested community." In 1955
the district ranked first out of 126 in the State for student mastery of
essential skills and ranked high for its well-rounded program. Over
85% of the graduates continued their education in institutions of
higher learning.

As the community experienced post-war growth, and double
sessions in the high school became a reality, the schools began an
expansion program. In the 1950's, Parkville, Baker Hill, Saddle
Rock, Grace Avenue, Clover Drive, Cherry Lane and Cumberland
elementary schools were built. On a cold day in January, 1952, 800
students left the old junior-senior high school on Polo Road and
marched to their new $4,000,000 junior high school a few blocks
away. However, growth was so phenomenal that the student pop­
ulation soon outstripped these two high school facilities and by
1955 they were on double session again. As a result it was decided
to divide the district into two geographical areas, North and South.
Through purchase and gift, the school district acquired the Phipps
estate off Lakeville Road. The mansion became administrative
headquarters and a South Junior and South Senior High School
were built to accommodate 2,500 students. Modern facilities, built
to conform to the rolling contours of the land, were constructed.

Next to face overcrowding was Arrandale School. Rather then
renovate, the District passed a bond issue and built the John F.
Kennedy School, the last major construction within the district. As
the school population diminished, Great Neck closed 5 K-3
schools, and Kensington Johnson, demolished Arrandale and has
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installed the Adult Education Center at Cumberland and Clover
Drive. The junior highs became middle schools (6th-8th grade) and
9th through 12th grades attend senior high schools at North and
South complexes.

School Budgets

Reversal in size is but one of the reasons for increasing
budget awareness by citizens. Great Neck has come a long way
from the budget vote in 1946, when 173 people approved a bond
issue for the Saddle Rock School property. That vote, as were all
budget votes held prior to 1958, was taken at a school district
meeting, where only those present voted. The budget was submit­
ted and amendments taken from the floor. Amendments, approved
by the majority of those present, became part of the budget.
Amendments concerning debt service, contingent expenses and
salaries were not permitted. After the business of the meeting was
concluded, those present adjourned to the senior high gym to cast
their ballots for or against the budget.

Then in 1958 the State Legislature passed legislation per­
mitting school districts the option of holding budget votes on a
separate day if the Board so decided. Only amendments adding to
the budget could be passed at the district meeting and then voted
upon separately from the main body of the budget. A Budget Ad­
visory Committee noted that although the new procedure might be
more orderly and democratic, the inability to reduce parts of the
budget might lead to defeat of the whole bUdget. Superintendent
John L. Miller stated that "a rejected budget is a summons to
mediocrity, an irretrievable step in the deterioration of the entire
community." But many residents felt that there was a legitimate
obligation for citizens to study, evaluate and accept or reject a
budget which would be funded with their taxes.

Managing the budget continues to be a problem of citizen in­
put, rising mandated costs, changing needs and a fluctuating
school population.

The School Board

The school board, too, has felt the impact of change. For years
elections were quiet and frequently uncontested. Then, in 1938,
Great Neck High School students went on strike protesting the fir­
ing of four teachers. The board began a series of emergency
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meetings. When the principal and superintendant attempted to ex­
plain the dismissal, they were booed off the stage. In the end four
teachers, the principal and the dean of the high school were fired
and some thought the board should have resigned as welt. When
the incident subsided, elections once again were uneventful and,
as before, candidates, often ran unchallenged. In 1942, John L.
Miller became Superintendant of Schools and remained so for
many years. When Dr. Miller retired, Mortimer Abramowitz was
chosen as his successor. Dr. William A. Shine is the current
superintendant.

For many years nominations to the school board were made
by the Mayor's Nominating Committee. By the end of World War II
some residents were voicing dissatisfaction with this group. It was
felt that many mayors had abdicated their duties and that nomina­
tions were actually made by only one man. As a result a new group,
the Non-Partisan Citizen's Nominating Committee, was organized
to screen all potential candidates to the school board. In time
NPCNC also disbanded and different groups, on a less formal
basis, now support individual candidacies.

In 1965 a personal matter involving a school board member
and the professional staff focused attention on the roles of the
school board, the administration, and the staff. School Board elec­
tion campaigns can be lengthy, expensive and divisive. For many
years the League of Women Voters offered a Campaign Code of
Ethics and sought both community and candidate acceptance of its
guidelines. The community continues to explore many ways to ob­
tain its educational goals

The Students

In the late '60's, students, too, were challenging the
educational establishment. A United Student Front was formed to
provide a dialogue between students and the administration. The
group called for student participation in curriculum selection, dis­
cipline, administration and personnel and for representation on the
school board. The Community School, the Village School, the
School Within a School, changes in the reporting system. the
Headstart program, open classes, representation on the school
board and a stepped-up program of electives and honors classes
were some of the ways in which the schools tried to meet the needs
of the modern student body.

Students today participate in a variety of governmental,
educational, dramatic, artistic, physical and social clubs and com-
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mittees. One group works to combat prejudice, especially impor­
tant in a school district with a diverse student population. Students
with special needs receive individual attention through a guidance
program, psychological services, remedial classes. programs for
the handicapped and student and parent networks.

Students use of drugs and alcohol has become a school and
community concern. Groups such as COPAY (Community
Organization for Parent and Youth) provide counselling and a
forum for the discussion of young people's problems.

The increased number of broken homes and latch key
children has focused attention on the new life style and its effect on
children and other family members. Families have been helped by
the parenting program at Parkville School which teaches parents of
preschoolers their roles as parents. An organization called CLASP
provides a quality after-school activity center for children up to 3rd
grade of working or in training parents.
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THE POST-WAR YEARS

The Cold War and Civil Defense

During the 50's and 60's Great Neck found itself reacting to in­
ternational as well as domestic problems. The end of World War II
did not bring an end to war, as many had hoped. Instead, the Cold
War, the Korean War and the Vietnam War stirred the community
anew.

As early 85 1947 Congressman leonard Hall counselled
vigilance against the growth of communism here and abroad. He
found many voters in his Great Neck constituency similarly
concerned. South Dakota Congressman Karl K. Mundt. a member
of the House Foreign Affairs and Un-American Activities Commit­
tee, was invited to address a capacity audience at the high school.
He spoke on the pervasiveness of subversive activities. The Com­
bined Americanization Committee of Great Neck urged the outlaw­
ing of communism, Great Neck Record Editor Robert Murray, com­
menting on the loyalty oath requirement for all teachers and school
personnel noted that although "teachers are high-minded, they
might become prey to so-called liberal ideas and must be protec­
ted from acting as unwitting dupes."

Herbert Philbrick, famous communist counter-spy warned his
audience at the Great Neck Synagogue against communist infiltra­
tion of the schools. A panel of ex-communists, including Howard
Rushmore and Bella Dodd, spoke at the Great Neck Forum on the
communist conspiracy in the United States. Mrs. Dodd's sugges­
tion that progressive education was a breeding ground for com­
'munists upset many Great Neckers. They responded with a
staunch defense of the local education system.

As time passed many in Great Neck began to reexamine their
attitudes. The Great Neck Teachers Association opposed the
state's Fineberg Law covering communists and communist sym­
pathizers in the schools. They applauded the decision of the New
York State Supreme Court which declared the Board of Regents'
subversives list to be unconstitutional.

Robert Baldwin, National Chairman of the American Civil
Liberties Union, cautioned an audience of 250 women against
"misguided zealots who would lose our liberties while trying to save
them," Kensington resident Orton Hicks served as treasurer of "I
Believe," a national organization started by Senator William Benton
in opposition to the activities of Senator Joseph McCarthy. The
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community and its leaders turned against the excesses of Senator
McCarthy and warmly welcomed Senator Helen Gahagan Douglas
when she spoke at Temple Beth EI.

In 1956 many in Great Neck became fervent supporters of the
Hungarian freedom movement. An International Rescue Commit­
tee chapter was formed, and refugees from the brief, unsuccessful
Hungarian attempt to overthrow the communist regime were
welcomed in Great Neck. Held at the Playhouse, Hungarian Relief
Rescue Night, with stars such as Sammy Davis, Jr., Ella Logan and
Dorothy Collins headlining Ihe entertainment, was completely sold
out.

The concern over communism was not confined to political
subversion. The Cold War with Russia and the Korean War
stimulated an active Civil Defense program. Great Neck was
divided into five zones and nine districts for defense planning pur­
poses. Fourteen hundred air raid wardens were appointed, sky
surveillance begun and air raid shelters were designated. Students
built a Family Fall-Oul Shelter on the lawn of the Youth Center with
materials provided by the Office of Civil Defense and Mobilization.
The Great Neck Civil Defense Radiological Team tested daily for
radioactive fallout. Air raid and shelter drills were made com­
pulsory in the schools. A local doclor, William Kaplan, was appoint­
ed head of a 200-person volunteer medical aid program. First aid
shelters were established and citizens were educated in
emergency procedures. All facilities pertinent to rescue operations
were inventoried. The community felt it was preparing for a possi­
ble attack.

In order 10 practice and improve civil defense and readiness
techniques, residents participated in a series of simulated bomb­
ings. In 1953 Cutter Mill Bridge was "bombed" and a train
"derailed, trapping one hundred persons." In 1955 an H bomb was
dropped on Memorial Field. Fireworks were used in a Battle of the
Clouds to prepare citizens for the sight of real bombs. The object of
these exercises was to minimize the time needed to move all resi­
dents inlo adequately stocked shelters and to test rescue
procedures.

By 1960, however, students were wearing arm bands declar­
ing "Peace Is Our Only Shelter," and the Great Neck chapter of
SANE (Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy) slated that fall-out
shellers were a hoax. SANE and the Great Neck Women's Strike for
Peace became leaders in the peace and disarmament movement.
Senator George McGovern, Canon and Mrs. L. John Collins
(leaders of the BritiSh peace movement). Linus Pauling and Nor-
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man Cousins spoke to Great Neckers on the need to end nuclear
testing and relax East~West tensions. Eleanor Roosevelt addressed
an overflow crowd at Temple Israel, declaring faith in the United
Nations to be the only way of combating communism.

While the Cold War raged at home, Great Neck boys were
fighting in Korea. In July, 1950, Selective Service Board #3 opened
in the Kensington Village Hall and began the induction of local
young men. Sperry added 3,000 employees to help meet defense
contracts. Construction of North Shore Hospital was hastened so
that it could respond to any possible civil defense emergency. The
usa was re-activated and Mamie Eisenhower attended a Great
Neck rally, placing a wreath at the Village Green War Memorial, to
help raise funds for recreation centers in Japan and Korea.

Soon the plight of another Asian nation gripped local atten­
tion. In 1965 the AAUN and the League of Women Voters spon­
sored a public meeting entitled "Vietnam, A Case Study" at which
background material and different points of view were presented.
Many in Great Neck soon took a position on the American par­
ticipation in Vietnam. Great Neck residents joined the Long Island
March for Peace. Local audiences heard Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Dr. Benjamin Spock, Julian Bond and former Sergeant Donald
Duncan speak against United States policy in Vietnam. In 1967, 13
Great Neck clergymen called for a halt in the United States bomb­
ing of North Vietnam and their appeal was signed by 1,200 per­
sons.

Great Neck SANE and the Women's Strike for Peace spon~

sored the Great Neck Summer Project, during which discussion
sessions were held in private homes and veterans-against-the-war
addressed Great Neck residents. Locally and in Washington, Great
Neckers marched in anti~war demonstrations. Amy Swerdlow, a
Great Neck resident and one of the national leaders of the
Women's Strike for Peace, attended peace conferences in London
and Stockholm. In 1967, Rabbi Jacob P. Rudin was one of 20 per~

sons selected by President Lyndon Johnson to observe the South
Vietnam elections. He reported on his impressions of the voting
procedures and stated that he could see nothing which would in­
dicate tampering.

Congressman Lester Wolff also went to Vietnam as an election
observer and returned there a second time on an investigation of
charges of waste, inefficiency and corruption in the Vietnamese
government. His anti-war feelings grew and, in 1969, he called for a
complete withdrawal of American forces. Ten thousand Great
Necke residents joined him by signing petitions and participating in
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an anti-war vigil, reading the names of 35,000 Americans who died
in Vietnam. Over 1,000 students took part in a one day protest
strike and attendetJ anti-war meetings held at Temple Israel.

Young people faced direct involvement in the war. In 1966 the
local draft board moved to induct childless married men in order to
fill an unprecedented monthly quota of 382 draftees. Two local
men, Staff Sergeant John T. Flynn and Sergeant David Morris,
received heroism-in-combat awards. While many Great Neck men
served. others protested induction. In March, 1968, Irwin
Messinger appeared before the draft board as Great Neck's first
draft resister. His cause was supported by the Women's Strike for
Peace. Concern over the draft was felt by many young men and the
schools responded with a draft counselling program. When the
American manpower commitment ended in Vietnam, there were
those in Great Neck who felt they had helped produce this result.
Today many in the community continue to work towards a rational
and realistic approach to solving the problems of the nuclear age
and for ways to insure a peaceful future.

Biomedical Research Center at
North Shore University Hospital. 1983

100



GREAT NECK'S CONTEMPORARY GROWTH

Residential and Commercial Development

Long time residents of Great Neck are perhaps most aware of
its physical growth. Estates and open fields were developed into
communities of one-family homes. Small lots and homesites have
been grouped to provide acreage large enough to hold apartment
houses. The downtown area has seen a proliferation of stores and
office buildings. In the past 30 years the peninsula's nooks and
crannies, as well as its open spaces, were filled-in.

Once vast estates became neighborhoods and estate
driveways became public roads. The 160-acre Mitchell estate was
developed as Kennilworth and sold by I.G. Wolf and R.A. White. In
order to entice homeowners to part with $90,000 to $150,000, the
builders, hired society decorator Dorothy Draper to furnish four
model homes. The Eldridge estate was bought by Sam Berger, who
built ranch homes selling for approximately $20,000. Crawford
Homes, Inc. built t.he University Gardens community on the
grounds of the University Golf Club. Twelve and one-half acres of
the Alkar estate were bought and subdivided for new houses. New
streets beribboned the landscape, providing access to a variety of
split-levels, ranches and colonial style houses.

Services kept pace with the community's development. In the
four years between 1945 and 1949 telephone operators increased
by 50%. Telephoners spoke directly to the operator for the last time
in 1951, and thereafter dialed local calls directly. Great Neck 2 was
replaced by HUnter 2 and 7. The post office collected $5,000 in
receipts in 1929, by 1961 volume was up to $127,000 and two of­
fices were needed to service the population. Residents cooperated
with LlLCO in a two~day switch~over to natural gas, that being the
only source large enough to meet growing energy demands.

Medical services also expanded. In 1946, Mrs. Eldridge
donated a five-acre site at the corner of Old Mill Road and Bayview
Avenue for the building of a hospital. A newly formed hospital com­
mittee purchased seven additional acres and made plans for a 150~

bed facility to be called North Shore Memorial Hospital. The Great
Neck Memorial Fund headed by Robert Wheelan, Alfred P. Sloan
and Adolph Levitt collected contributions for the building fund. For
a variety of reasons the hospital never materialized at this site. In­
stead, the name was changed and North Shore Hospital was built
on Community Drive in Manhasset. When the hospital opened in
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1953, the community was pleased to note that the first baby born in
the maternity section was a Great Necker! Local residents have
been deeply involved with this hospital and with Long Island Jewish
Medical Center built during the 50's just over the Lake Success
border in Queens. These hospitals have received both financial
and manpower support from Great Neck inhabitants, and many
members of the professional community serve on the hospital
staffs. In return, those living in the area have the comfort of know­
ing that two excellent medical facilities exist nearby.

However, not all growth on the peninsula was peaceful and
uneventful. Often, residents felt beleaguered by the building ac­
tivity occurring on all sides. Homeowners in the Belgrave area were
so disturbed by the erection of the Clent Road Apartments that they
demanded that Brompton Road and Knightsbridge Road be closed
as thoroughfares. When builder Sol Atlas requested permission to
build an eight-story apartment house near the post office, citizens
protested and the Plaza imposed a three-story height limit on new
buildings.

During the 60's the Village of Kensington faced requests for
variances which would permit commercial development along Mid­
dle Neck Road. In 1936, the Village fought an attempt to build an
apartment house south of the gates. At that time it was forced to
buy the property and create Kensington Park. The property to the
north, the Valverde property, lay in a state of disuse. Valverde was
an executive with the W.R. Grace Steamship Line and had bought
his house from Kensington developer E.J. Rickert. After Valverde
moved out in 1931, the property was neglected. The house became
a ruin and a safety hazard and, in 1960, the Village obtained court
permission to condemn and raze it. Two Great Neck builders
bought the property and applied for a variance permitting erection
of an apartment house. After many skirmishes with the Kensington
Civic Organization, the builders were finally given permission to
build the Kensington Gate Apartments. Restrictions were set as to
land coverage and the creation of buffer areas with the use of fenc­
ing and planting.

During this period Russell Gardens also faced a zoning battle.
When the original Russell acreage was sold for the development of
Russell Gardens, a large parcel bordering Northern BOUlevard and
Middle Neck Road was retained by the family. Frederick Russell's
heirs proposed to sell this property for commercial use, but the
Village Board denied all variance requests. The Village relented in
1958 when the Russell mansion burned and in 1959, a rezoning
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was approved permitting homes on the interior and apartments,
gas stations and offices along the periphery.

The 160·acre Deepdale Country Club. valued at $2.250.000 in
1955. became thee scene of another zoning fight. Plans were an­
nounced to take part of it for the Long Island Expressway and to
sell the rest to a developer. It was also considered as the sight for a
Television City. The residents of Lake Success formed the Non­
Partisan Citizen's Committee to Save Deepdale and collected
signatures on petitions placed all over town in one·day signature
centers. In November. 1955. the Village of Lake Success voted to
acquire the golf course and it was reopened as a village facility in
May. 1956.

Lake Success residents also vigorously opposed the sale of
the Joseph Ridder estate (55 acres around Tanner's Pond) to We're
Associates who wished to build an industrial park. The people were
soon persuaded that a well· planned industrial park would mean a
great tax benefit and the area was rezoned for light industry.
Because of stringent land coverage. parking. landscaping and
usage restrictions, it is considered a model project.

Great Neck Plaza is well known for its commercial develop­
ment. In 1951 Sol Atlas built the North Shore Shopping Center. tt
was originally designed to preserve many old trees within an
elaborate landscaping plan. But esthetics gave way to shopper
needs and a large parking area was tarred instead. The first major
department store in Great Neck, Wanamaker's. was replaced by
Stern Bros.. then Gertz. and now a mews fills the space.

Retailers heeded the message of a Trendex survey which
showed that 41% of all Great Neck residents preferred to shop
locally. Stores were built. renovated and expanded along Middle
Neck Road. Cutter Mill Road and Bond Street and evening shopp·
ing was introduced. A vigorous. community-minded Chamber of
Commerce has. over the years, taken an important role in Great
Neck's civic development. championing such causes as adequate
off-street parking and the building of a new bridge over the railroad
tracks at Cutter Mill Road.

At one time many retailers and businessmen would meet daily
for lunch at the Colony House Restaurant. Their "round table"
became a community fixture. Unfortunately, progress meant that
one day the restaurant changed ownership. The waiters and
waitresses, with 90 years of service among them. were fired and a
local institution was lost forever. The Colony Hotel has since been
replaced by a luxury condominium at the corner of Grace Avenue
and Bond Street. Visitors to Great Neck often stay at the Bayberry
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Colony House Hotel, during the 1930's
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Hotel on North Station Plaza. In 1961 an 85 year old landmark, the
"Sahm House" was razed and this modern convenient hotel erec­
ted in its place. •

Proximity to New York City, ease of transportation, a beneficial
tax structure and favorable zoning made business development of
the Plaza inevitable. In 1971, alone, six new office edifices were
constructed. Great Neck Road, Cutter Mill Road and the area
around the railroad station mushroomed with new buildings.
Perhaps most outstanding is the Atrium on Cutter Mill Road. Scat­
tered throughout Great Neck from Lake Success to the old village
are over 48 new hi-rise commercial buildings. An industrial park in
the Sperry area has also increased the commercialization of Great
Neck. Businesses range from electronics to stock brokerages,
from insurance offices to optics. Six Great Neck firms employ over
12,000 people. All these office buildings create employment oppor­
tunities, as well as the need for services and a traffic problem of im­
mense proportion.

The Plaza is also known as an apartment house community.
No private homes have been built there since 1945. Recent
statistics show about 78 apartment houses built or under construc­
tion. Of the approximately 6,000 village residents, 5,500 live in the
2,845 apartment units. The trend, in recent years, has been
towards apartment ownership on a condominium or cooperative
basis. Many of the new apartments are in the luxury class, which
may tend to eliminate the middle or lower income tenant. Twenty
percent of all apartment dwellers in Great Neck are over the age of
65.

In recent years those living in the Plaza have experienced a
revitalized interest in the fate of their community. A Tenant's Com­
mittee has successfully fought for the recognition of tenant's rights
and has worked to improve tenant-landlord relationships. Although
C. Ellis Schiffmacher, well-known local attorney, noted that the
trend has been to "develop high class buildings with a minimum
cost to the taxpayer and the maximum in assessed valuation and
attendant traffic problems," the Plaza has permitted a proliferation
of apartments and office buildings filling the remaining open
spaces.

Parking and Traffic

Inadequate parking and congested roads have plagued the
peninsula for many years. Attempts were made to accomodate the
increasing number of vehicles by widening Bayview Avenue, Cutter
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Mill Road, Middle Neck Road and East Shore Road. Computerized
traffic systems were installed on Middle Neck Road and Northern
Boulevard. In 1983 the corner of Lakeville Road and Northern
Boulevard was widened to accommodate two new offices buildings
and the heavy traffic.

Many bridges were old, narrow and dangerous. Until 1956
drivers passing beneath the railroad overpass on East Shore Road
were forced to squeeze through a stone tunnel. This was finally
replaced by a modern railroad trestle-bridge. New spans were sub­
stituted for the outmoded structures on Grace Avenue (where
metal replaced wood) and on Cutter Mill Road. A narrow bridge
between Saddle Rock and Kings Point was considered extremely
hazardous for many years. The tragic death of a young boy, run­
over while crossing the bridge, finally mobilized construction ef­
forts and a wide, concrete arched bridge was built.

In 1946, Great Neck and Patchogue became the first Long
Island communities to install parking meters. Over the years resi­
dents have seen the minimum deposit grow from a penny to a
dime. In 1947 diagonal parking was abandoned in favor of parallel
parking. Free off-street parking lots were built and now tiered park­
ing has been built. Commuter lots were built and administered by
the Park District. At first they were open to the public, but, as de­
mand grew, spaces were limited to Great Neck residents. Now,
only members of the Park District who display the appropriate
sticker may park in these lots. Adequate off-street parking con­
tinues to be a goal for shopkeepers, customers and commuters.

Residents were shocked to learn that the high level of auto
emissions around the railroad station makes Great Neck one of the
pollution "hot spots" in Nassau County. At peak traffic hours, long
lines of cars on Middle Neck Road, Great Neck Road and Lakeville
Road, plus the congestion at the three Northern Boulevard inter­
sections, provide a daily struggle for motorists. Nearby residential
streets are burdened by drivers avoiding the clogged roadways in
and out of Great Neck. In an attempt to alleviate these conditions,
the firm of T.T. Wiley was hired as traffic consultants. Their report
suggested a variety of operational and capital improvements.
Some of the proposed traffic pattern changes have been enacted,
other recommendations have been discarded or are in the plann­
ing stage. A copy of the Wiley report may be found in the library.
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Planning for the Future

Two other aspects that rest in the library are the Master Plan
•of 1929 and that of the Regional Planning Board and planners Ray-

mond and May. The first Master Plan was prepared by Richard
Schermerhorn, Jr. for the Great Neck Association. It is a
fascinating study of plans and predictions made when Great Neck
had only five villages. Little was done to implement the Scher­
merhorn report and no other over-all planning was considered until
the 50·s.

Between 1956 and 1962 a number of community forums, civic
association meetings and citizen committees focused on the direc­
tion of Great Neck's future growth. The League of Women Voters,
the Village Officials Association and the Great Neck Committee for
Community Planning banded together to seek federal and state
funds for a peninsula-wide planning study. In 1962, the Regional
Planning Board was formed and the firm of Raymond and May was
hired to investigate the community and make recommendations.

Soon rumors were rife throughout Great Neck. The release of
ideas and proposals, which some thought were final plans, brought
about further confusion. Most controversy centered around the
"loop plan," which would have removed nonshopper traffic from
Middle Neck Road by routing it through streets to be constructed in
residential areas. There was great concern over possible destruc­
tion of homes and streets in the loop's path.

At a community-wide meeting held in 1965, Raymond and
May noted that "residents are basically satisfied with the character
of the peninsula and all means should be employed to protect and
enhance its residential qualities." They cited the need to improve
traffic flow, urban renewal for Spinney Hill, rehabilitation of parts of
Steamboat Road and the construction of a larger, more centrally
located library as areas of community concern.

The planning consultants emphasized that preservation and
expansion of parks, wetlands and other ecologically important
areas would be essential to the securing of a healthy and attractive
future environment. The Park District responded to this imperative
in a number of ways. They expanded recreational facilities through
the construction of the award-winning Parkwood Pool complex and
built many tennis courts for the residents' enjoyment. They have
also acquired parcels of land allover Great Neck for use as active
and passive parks. The ecology movement stirred homeowners to
fight the destruction of the wetlands around Great Neck Estates,
Mitchell Creek and Udall's Cove. Creek Park was preserved by the
diligent efforts of Russell Gardenites.
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Today, residents realize that to protect the water supply they
must monitor and minimize usage of chemical fertilizers, insec­
ticides and weed killers. They have urged local water companies to
improve purification and conservation methods. Increased atten­
tion has been paid to the effects of sewers and cesspool systems
on the water supply. Protecting the environment also means par­
ticipating in recycling centers and bottle return programs. Many
people would agree that the conservation of the environment and
way of life in Great Neck can be guaranteed by community-wide
planning. At present the only forum for this type of action is the
Village Officials Association (the mayors of all nine villages and a
representative from the unincorporated areas) and their Planning
Council. The meetings of these two groups provide an opportunity
for all to hear and discuss mutual and individual civic problems.

Great Neck As an Organization Town

Great Neck is well known for the participation of its residents
in organizations, charities, causes and politics. For many years
Great Neck was a Republican stronghold, as was most of Nassau
County. After World War II, the influx of new residents from New
York City brought a change in the political climate. During the 50's
the Democrats grew in strength, number and organization.
Nationally-known Democratic figures addressed local audiences
and made an impact on voting patterns. Great Neck elections con­
tinue to show a Democratic majority, although there are vigorous
Liberal, Conservative and Republican parties as well.

Any citizen can find an outlet for his or her energies within the
myriad of social, educational, fraternal, civic and service groups
operating in Great Neck. The United Community Fund Organiza­
tion, for example, has from its inception brought out members from
all over the community to join in raising funds for the 14 different
charities it sponsors. Through the years participating recipients
have changed as the UCF keeps pace with citizen needs. The North
Shore Child Guidance Association, founded in Great Neck and now
serving a group of north shore communities is another organization
providing help for individuals and families throughout the com­
munity. Many other groups have found Great Neck receptive in
both membership and financial support. Throughout the year a
variety of fund raising events are held by Icoal branches of national
charities.

Great Neck is both socially conscious and arts oriented. The
North Shore Community Arts Center flourished here for 33 years
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providing performing and educational experiences in all the lively
arts. The Contemporary Dance Group, Community Theatre, the
Chamber Music Gc.oup and many others-all now defunct, helped
enrich Great Neck over the years.

The tradition is carried on by the Great Neck Symphony,
which since its inception has encouraged participation by local
residents as well as guest performers. The Great Neck Choral
Society, Great Neck Community Concerts, the Great Neck Players,
dance organizations, Writers in Residence, Levels and others con­
tinue to flourish.

For those interested in the issues of the day, the League of
Women Voters, founded in Great Neck in 1954, provides an oppor­
tunity to study, take positions, and lobby for legislation in areas of
vital concern. The League also offers a wide array of voter service
information and holds candidates meetings throughout the year
and especially at election time.

In 1981 cable service was introduced. In addition to the
presentations of the commercial channels, an abundance of local
programming is available on the public access channels. Many
community institutions and individuals are now presenting
programs on these stations.

Helping to keep our peninsula both attractive and environ­
mentally sound are the Park District, the Great Neck Estates En­
vironmental Conservation Commission, the Great Neck Environ­
mental Council and an organization called Great Neck the Beautiful
that is responsible for encouraging local citizens, groups and
businesses to sponsor the planting of trees, shrubs and flowers
along Middle Neck Road. This project received a National Recogni­
tion Award from the America the Beautiful Fund in 1981.

Great Neck senior residents have a unique place in the fabric
of the town. REAP, the Academy of Retired Executives and
Professionals is a self-governing group of retired executives and
professionals providing courses and the benefit of their life ex­
periences to help others. Refreshments and planned activities
and programs are offered by the Leisure Lounge of Great Neck
Synagogue. St. Aloysius Senior Parishioners, and the Senior
Mitzvah Group of Temple Israel.

The Senior Citizen Center of Great Neck provides transporta­
tion, a hot lunch program and a wide variety of recreational and
educational activities every day but Saturday. It is located on Grace
Avenue and may be reached by calling 487-0025. All are welcome.
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WHERE IS GREAT NECK GOING?

Latest census figures put the population of Great Neck at
38,344, a drop of approximately 5,400 since the last census. Saddle
Rock and Russell Gardens were the only villages to gain residents.
The largest age group on the peninsula is between the age of 18­
65, although the percentage of those over 65 has risen significantly.
The Plaza has the largest number of households, although the
fewest number of persons in each. Saddle Rock has the smallest
number of households and nearly the largest number of persons in
each home. Median family income ranges from $74,522 in Kings
Point to $26,319 in Great Neck Plaza.

The community has 11 special districts, 3 fire companies, 16
public parks, 6 police departments, 2 post offices, 2 water com­
panies, 1 library with 3 branches, 2 middle schools, 2 senior high
schools, 4 elementary schools, 2 parochial private schools, 16
churches and synagogues and 31 civic associations. There are 5
sports, 5 business, 11 arts-oriented, 11 educational, 97 service, 4
veteran, and 8 youth groups who vie for the citizen's time and atten­
tion.

Great Neck can boast of approximately 48 manufacturing
plants, 69 wholesale trade establishments, 261 retail stores, 3 car
dealers, 25 gas stations, 48 food stores, 8 banks and 50
restaurants, bars, etc. These numbers change all the time.

Numbers, of course, do not tell the whole story. Great Neck is
a community with a vital history, with roots and a past that make it
more than a suburb. Its growth has been parallel to that of the na­
tion's; a wilderness barely occupied by Indians; a simple colony
marked by a desire for independence, a prosperous agricultural
community, the home of artists, writers and theatrical luminaries,
the residence of millionaires and shapers of the country's industrial
economy, and the neighborhood of today's modern citizen. Great
Neck is a melange of income levels and political points of view,
national origins and backgrounds, tastes and interests. Its resi­
dents are an alive and exciting people and Great Neck reflects their
passions and enthusiasms.

THE END
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A RESIDENT'S GUIDE TO THE COMMUNITY

1. The School System

2. Recreation

3. Local Government

4. Voting Rights and Qualifications

5. Communicating With Your Representatives

. . . . . .
A Complete List of Emergency Numbers

. .. . . .. ..

Maps
Great Neck in the early 20th Century
Great Neck development of villages
Town of North Hempstead
Congressional, Senatorial, Assembly Districts
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THE SCHOOL SYSTEM

All of the peninsula of Great Neck, together with a portion of
New Hyde Park, constitute Union Free School District 7 or the
Great Neck Public School System.

The district includes two senior high schools, John L. Miller
North Senior High at 35 Polo Road and the South Senior High at
341 Lakeville Road, which serve ninth, tenth, eleventh and twelfth
grade students. In addition, there is a non·structured Village
School at this grade level, housed in the Youth Center. Sixth,
seventh and eight graders attend the North Middle School at 77
Polo Road, or the South Middle School at 349 Lakeville Road.

There are four elementary schools for children in kindergarten
to sixth grade. They are the E.M. Baker School at 69 Baker Hill
Road, the J.F. Kennedy School at 1-A Grassfield Road, Lakeville
School at 47-27 Jayson Avenue, and Saddle Rock School at 10
Hawthorne Lane.

The central administration is housed in the Phipps Building on
Lakeville Road. Administration officials are responsible for main·
tenance of educational standards, recruitment of personnel,
evaluation and development of new educational programs,
purchases and repairs, pupil testing and special services.

The Board of Education consists of five elected local residents
who serve without pay. They have broad powers in determining
educational policy, supervising school administration and levying
taxes. The Superintendent of Schools serves as the Board's ex­
ecutive officer, although a President and Vice-President are elec­
ted from the five Board members. The Board meets regularly,
usually on the second and fourth Monday nights, in public as well
as executive session. Many Great Neck residents serve on advisory
committees to help the Board with decisions on educational goals
and policies, budget needs, youth recreation, career counseling
and adult education.

A school budget is devised each year by the superintendent.
In 1983, a School Site Budget system was introduced involving in­
put from parents, teachers and principals of each school. It is sub­
mitted to the Board of Education for acceptance and/or revision
and eventual adoption. Finally, it is presented to the residents for a
vote. At this election, it has also been customary to vote for mem­
bers of the Board of Education and the library budget as well. Local
property taxes provide the Great Neck Public School System with
the bulk of its operating revenue. Grants, state and federal aid,
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bank interest and adult education fees provide some additional
funds.

Any child who legally resides in the school district and who will
be at least five years of age on or before December 1st of the year
is eligible for September admission. Bus service is provided for
kindergarten through third grade 'h mile or more from school;
Grades 4-6,1 mile or more; Grades 7-9, 1'h miles or more; Grades
10-12,2 miles or more, as measured by the shortest walking dis­
tance. Hot lunches and a variety of additional foods are available.

School district policy is designed to keep parents aware of
their children's progress. Records are open for inspection by
parents, and parent-teacher contact is encouraged. In the elemen­
tary schools, parent-teacher conferences are held on Wednesday
afternoons and written reports are available upon request. On the
secondary level, report cards are mailed home four times a year.

Programs

Within the schools, there are a variety of guidance, psy­
chiatric, special need and social work services. Several schools of­
fer a choice of different types of classroom organization (mixed
grade, open class, interest media centers) and special cultural,
drug prevention and field or outdoor experience programs. Disad­
vantaged younger children may participate in "head-start" and in­
home programs designed to prepare them for formal education.

High School students may.attend the regular high schools or
enroll in more indiviualized programs such as the highly-flexible
Vilfage School and the somewhat more structured School Within a
School and Community School.

Remedial services are also available, as are programs for
blind, speech-impaired, physically handicapped, mentally retar­
ded, emotionally disturbed, multiply handicapped, foreign born,
disadvantaged and low-achiever students. Great Neck participates
in BOCES. This state-wide program operates its largest division in
Nassau County. It works cooperatively with the schools, providing
courses for career bound students and those with special
educational needs.

Great Neck students can take advantage of an after-school
and summer school program, a summer recreation program and a
Saturday Entertainment Series. A large number of adult residents
participate in an extensive Adult Education program offering
courses in subjects such as basic education, arts, languages,
human and global affairs, physical fitness, swimming and boating.
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Parent-Teacher Associations operate in every school and a
United Parent Teachers Council works on a district level. Here,
parents, teachers and administrators have an opportunity to work
together. Two school-wide conferences, the Fall Leadership Con­
ference and the Landmark Conference, provide additional forums
for parent-teacher communication.

119



RECREATION

The Park District

The Great Neck Park District encompasses the entire penin­
sula of Great Neck except Saddle Rock, Great Neck Estates and
Harbor Hills. South of Northern Boulevard University Gardens. the
Uplands, the Manor, Oeepdale Estates. Lake Success and Waverly
Hills are omitted. All residents of the district are entitled to use the
parks. Administrative headquarters are located at 5 Beach Road.
Park identification cards are required for use of tennis courts and
Steppingstone Park. Parkwood Skating Rink is open to all Great
Neck residents paying the entrance fee. Park District residents us­
ing the pool and tennis courts pay a separate fee for these facilities.

Kings Point Park: 175 acres between Steamboat and Red
Brook Roads. Available are ball fields, bicycle and hiking paths,
picnic and barbecue areas, tennis courts and a children's
playground.

Alfenwood Park: North of Kensington. Included are walks,
tennis courts, a children's park and wading pool and a duck pond.

Steppingstone: Steppingstone Lane on Long Island Sound.
Beach, formal gardens and lawn, picnic tables, boating and fishing
pier, lockers, launching ramp and several hundred moorings,
children's indoor and outdoor play areas, wading pool and snack
bar. A nature center, boating program and performing arts
program are also available.

Athletic Field: Also known as "Memorial Park," on Fairview
Avenue. Included are tennis courts, ball fields and courts, a roller
skating area and a children's park.

Village Green: Located in the center of the "Old Village."
There are shade areas and benches, a children's playground and
wading pool, and a band-stand.

English Garden: Located behind the Village Green. This
walled, secluded formal rose garden has beautiful plantings and
shrubs.

Parkwood Pool and Rink: On Wood Road and Arrandale
Avenue. The pool area has Olympic and children's pools, food bar,
dining patio, playground and game area and locker room. The rink
area has a roofed skating rink, snack bar, lockers, a skate shop
and a lounge with a brick fireplace. Ice hockey and a skating school
are also available. Out of season, the ice rink is converted into a
roller rink and recreational area. There are also 7 tennis courts.
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Neighborhood Parks: Throughout the community are a variety
of parks offering playgrounds, lawns, shaded sitting areas and gar­
dens. Some also have wading pools and ball courts. They are Cut­
ter Mill, Grace Avenue, Wyngate, Uplands, Lakeville. Ravine and
Manor Parks. During the summer thousands are drawn to Step­
pingstone and Grace Avenue parks to see a variety of programs
from jazz to opera.

Great Neck House: This handsome building, the former library
on Arrandale Avenue, is now used throughout the year for recrea­
tion, exhibits, concerts, movies, meetings, classes and informal
get-togethers.

Great Neck Library: On Bayview Avenue can boast an exten­
sive research collection, microfilm department, up-to-the minute
assemblage of new publications, study and listening facilities, and
a remarkable book collection for children as well as adults. A series
of cultural events-from musicals to movies is presented
throughout the year.

The Library system has three branches-located in the Plaza,
New Hyde Park, and the Great Neck Terrace sections. A free bus
provides access from many points on the peninsula.

Levels, a unique gathering place for young people between
7th grade and college, is located at the main building. Films, music,
theatre, dance, art, games and computer workshops are organized
by student themselves with fine adult guidance.

Village and Neighborhood Facilities

The following are open only to residents of a particular village
or neighborhood:

Pools: Great Neck Estates, Saddle Rock Estates, Saddle
Rock, Russell Gardens, University Gardens, Lake Success, Ken­
sington, Harbor Hills, Strathmore, Thomaston, Broadlawn Harbor,
Kennilwoth and Grace Harbor.

Tennis Courts: Great Neck Estates, Saddle Rock, Russell Gar­
dens, University Gardens, Lake Success and Harbor Hills.

Ball Fields: Great Neck Estates and Saddle Rock.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Nassau County

Local government for residents of Great Neck consists of four
separate units of government: county. town, village and special dis·
triet. The largest of these units is Nassau County. It is composed 01
three towns-Hempstead, North Hempstead and Oyster Bay, and
two cities-Glen Cove and Long Beach. Within the county there are
64 incorporated villages, 80 unincorporated areas, 269 special dis­
tricts and 66 school districts. Nassau County has a total area of 300
square miles.

For most of its early history, Nassau County was a part of
Queens. In fact, Queens County at one time extended all the way to
the Suffolk County line. The six towns within these borders were
called "the Eastern Towns." The seat of government rested in the
Queens County Court House located in the geographical center of
the county at the corner of Jericho Turnpike and Herricks Road in
Mineola.

The new County of Nassau, New York State's 61 st, was born
on January 1, 1899. Government offices were moved to the Mineola
Hook and Ladder Company Truck House. On July 13, 1900. Gover­
nor Theodore Roosevelt laid the cornerstone for the first Nassau
County Court House in Garden City. With the expansion of the
county's population and services, these quarters became out·
moded. In 1961, the Executive Office Building on Old Country Road
in Mineola opened and is now the county seat.

Nassau County has had its own charter since 1938. This char­
ter, the first in the state, served as a model for other counties. It
provided for a County Executive and a Board of Supervisors to
serve as the legislative branch of government. It also provided for
the centralization of many services and a court system.

Through its many departments and commissions, the county
maintains health standards, park and recreation facilities and
police and fire protection. It administers hospitals and social ser­
vice agencies, establishes a civil service commission, transporta­
tion standards, a bureau of weights and measures and educational
programs. In recent years, a Commission on Human Rights has
been added.

A Planning Commission, created in 1945, is maintained to
plan for the physical development of the county. It has broad
research and advisory powers and consults with planning boards
and local officials.
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Although the county does not collect taxes, it does assess
property for taxation purposes. A complete reappraisal of all real
estate in the county was made in 1939. Since then, copies of all new
building permits are sent to the assessor's office for valuation. All
records of the Department of Assessment are open to examination
by the taxpayer. The only revenue collection for which the county
assumes responsibility is delinquent taxes.

County Executive: The County Executive is elected from the
county at large for a three-year term of office. He presides over the
Board of Supervisors and votes only in case of a tie. He appoints
the heads of various departments, boards and commissions sub­
ject to confirmation by the Board of Supervisors. He has veto
power over the action of the Board, which in turn can be overridden
by a two-thirds vote. The County Executive prepares the budget
with the help of the Chief Deputy County Executive, and the budget
director. A public hearing is held in November. and any resident
may attend this hearing. A copy of the budget may be obtained
from the county office in Mineola.

Board of Supervisors: The Board of Supervisors is the
legislative branch of county government and consists of the three
Town Supervisors, two City Mayors and the County Executive. It
acts through passage of resolutions and ordinances which are
open to public inspection. In addition, the Board has administrative
duties such as the supervision of county departments and the
terms of employment of county workers. It has custody and control
over the county's real and personal property. Fiscally, the Board
has the power to make appropriations, levy taxes and incur indeb­
tedness necessary for county purposes. Currently, the Board is il­
legally constituted and must redesign its apportionment system.

Standing Committees: Each of the Supervisors is a member of
one or more standing committees. They research proposed or­
dinances, resolutions and local laws and hold open hearings dur­
ing which citizen opinion is recognized and recorded. Some of the
standing committees are Health and Welfare, Judiciary, Finance,
Public Safety, Transportation, Education, and Industry and Labor.

Other County Officials: The County Clerk, the Chairman of the
Board of Assessors, The Comptroller, the Sheriff and the District
Attorney.

The Judicial System: The Judicial System in Nassau County
has four levels: Police Justice (Village Courts), District Court,
Family, County and Surrogate's Court and the State Supreme
Court.
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Town of North Hempstead

The political subdivision of a county is a town. Great Neck is in
the Town of North Hempstead, which covers an area of 69 square
miles. It includes Great Neck, Manhasset, Port Washington,
Roslyn, Westbury, Williston Park, East Williston, Mineola and New
Hyde Park. It is bounded on the east by the Town of Oyster Bary
and on the west by Queens County. In the Town of North
Hempstead, there are 31 unincorporated areas, the local govern­
ment is the town government. Village residents receive some town
services. Residents of both unincorporated and incorporated areas
elect the town officials.

The town maintains roads, award contracts, manages town
property, appropriates funds, borrows money within debt limits,
enacts certain ordinances, collects taxes, provides parks and
playgrounds, administers refuse disposal plants and plans for the
town in general. In addition, the town issues licenses and permits.
Since the 30's, towns have had zoning power everywhere except in
already established villages.

Supervisor: The Supervisor is the chief executive officer and
head of the administrative branch of town government. He is elec­
ted for a two-year term and presides over Town Board meetings.
He votes as a member of the Board and has no veto power. In addi­
tion, he represents the Town of North Hempstead on the Nassau
County Board of Supervisors. As chief fiscal officer, he appoints a
director of finance to assist him in fiscal matters and in the
preparation of the preliminary town budget. He also prepares a
capital budget and administers all departments.

Town Board: The Town Board is composed of the Supervisor
and four Councilmen. Its meetings are open to the public. The
Board is the legislating, appropriating, governing and policy­
determining body of the town. It conducts hearings, administers
state laws, controls town finances and property and passes or­
dinances. It approves the budget and may also approve its
modifications and transfers. It also creates and consolidates
departments and appoints their heads and deputies. The Town
Board may not abridge or interfere with the power and authority of
the villages within its limits. It has no administrative powers over
special districts except those that do not have elected com­
missioners.

The following are elected officials:
Town Clerk: Elected for two-year term. He acts as custodian of

town records, registrar of vital statistics and issuer of licenses
and permits.
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Receiver at Taxes: Elected for four-year term. He collects town,
county, special district and school taxes, based on county
assessments. A single tax bill is issued by the town to cover all
taxes except the school tax.

Trustees of the Jones Fund: Two persons elected for two-year
terms. They administer the Jones Institute, an endowed home
for 100 elderly, indigent people from the towns of North
Hempstead and Oyster Bay and the City of Gten Cove.

The Following are appointed officials:
Town Attorney: Responsible for all legal affairs.
Town Comptroller: Responsible for financial operations and all ac­

counting records.
Commissioner of Public Works: Oversees Department of

Highways, Parks and Recreation.
Board ot Zoning and Appeals: Consists of a Chairman and four

other members. They study and plan for future growth of the
town. After a public hearing before the Town Board, variances
of zoning ordinances may be granted. They are processed by
the Executive Secretary.

Examining Boards of Plumbers and Electricians: Serve three-year
terms and examine and grant licenses.

North Hempstead Housing Authority: Five members who ptan and
provide for low income housing.

The Villages of Great Neck

Villages get their charters from the state (after preliminary ap­
proval from the town), are incorporated by the state and exercise
locat governing powers as authorized by the Village law. Each
village government controls the property within its corporate area.
It levies taxes and enacts ordinances (dealing mainly with traffic
regulation, sanitation, zoning, noise and smoke restraints). It issues
licenses and records vital statistics. Other basic services perfor­
med by the villages are street cleaning, snow removal, main­
tenance of storm water drains and in some villages fire and police
protection. Not all villages furnish the same services. These de­
pend entirely on what the citizens of a village want and decide
through their mayor and trustees, who are the village governing
authorities.

Residents of each of the incorporated villages elect their own
mayor and trustees, who serve for either two or four year terms.
Board of Trustees meetings are held every month and are open to
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the public. In addition, the mayor may call other meetings. A typical
order of business at a village consists of approving outstanding
charges against the village for services and equipment, discussing
general village business and hearing reports from each of the
trustees. First class villages are required by state law to elect a
police justice. Smaller villages may elect one if they wish.

Suggestions for improvement of administration, complaints,
recommendations or any requests for village action may be made
to the Board of Trustees by the citizens either verbally at the public
village meetings or by petition.

Each village except Russell Gardens has a police justice elec­
ted' or appointed for a four-year term. The police court handles of­
fenses under the vehicle and traffic laws and local ordinances.

After a public hearing, each village board adopts an annual
budget which the state constitution limits to two percent of the full
value of the total taxable property, averaged over the past five
years, in that village. Each board determines its own tax rate and
supervises the collection of taxes. It may borrow money on the
credit of the village, although the state constitution limits the
amount to not over seven percent of the average full value of total
taxable property for the past five years.

State I'aw requires that all village budgets be prepared by the
Budget Officer, who may be the mayor or someone specially ap­
pointed. All heads of departments must submit estimates of the
year's expenditures for their departments. These figures are then
reviewed by the Budget Officer or a Budget Committee. A public
hearing is called, and further revisions may be made at that time,
after which the budget is adopted.

Each vilage has a Planning Board appointed by its Board of
Trustees except Great Neck Plaza where the Board of Trustees
acts as its own Planning Board. IUs the responsibility of each Plan­
ning Board to review all sub-development "plats;" to see that
streets are laid and public utilities, including water mains,
provided. The Board makes certain that lot areas conform; and it
plans roadside planting. The plat must be approved by the State
Department of Health, the Nassau County Department of Public
Works, the Nassau County Treasurer and Collector of Taxes, the
appropriate Village Clerk and Planning Board Chairman and other
agencies.

On zoning questions, each Planning Board makes its recom­
mendations to the Board of Trustees. After a public hearing on the
issue, the Board passes the necessary ordinances if zoning
changes are desired.
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Building inspectors of each village make certain that struc·
tures comply with the building codes and zoning ordinances. The
Board of Appeals ..hears appeals regarding these ordinances.

All financial records of the villages are subject to New York
State audit. These audits are usually held every two years. An an­
nual report of village activities is distributed to its taxpayers by
each village in the form of a treasurer's or village report.

The typical village administration consists of an elected Mayor
and Board of Trustees, who serve two-year terms. Some villages
have a Police Justice, who serves a four-year term. The Board of
Trustees appoints a Village Clerk, a Treasurer, a Village Attorney, a
Superintendent of Public Works, a Building Inspector (who may be
one of the Trustees), a Village Planning Board and a Board of Ap­
peals. Other commissions, boards and village employees may be
appointed by the Board of Trustees as necessary.

Special Districts

Special districts are created by the town to provide services
not available in any other manner. They are formed in response to
the formal request of 51% of the residents of the area to be served
and are administered by commissioners who are elected (if
created prior to 1934) or appointed (if created since 1934). All dis­
tricts are supported by property taxes levied by the county and
collected by the town. There are eleven special districts in Great
Neck. They are:

Great Neck Water Pollution Control District
Great Neck Village Sewer District
Belgrave Water Pollution Control District
Manhasset-Lakeville Water District

Manhasset-Lakeville Fire District
Town of North Hempstead Lighting District
Town of North Hempstead Sidewalk District
Great Neck Fire District, Alert and VigiHant Fire Companies
Great Neck Park District
Harbor Hills Park District
Town of North Hempstead Lighting District

The Great Neck Public Library

The Great Neck Public Library is an association library with a
Board of Trustees elected by members of the association. It is a
free voluntary organization open to all citizens of Great Neck.
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The library is supported principally by local taxation (raised by the
school district) and some state aid, plus income from fines, lost
books and rentals. The budget is voted upon annually.

The library system is available to all who live and work in the
school district. The main library is located in a beautiful setting on
Udall's Pond off Bayview Avenue. Bus service is provided con­
tinually from this library to many parts of the peninsula. The three
branches are located in the North Shore Shopping Center (corner
of Great Neck Road and Middle Neck Road) in the Great Neck
Terrace area (475 Great Neck Road, one block off Northern
Boulevard); and at the Parkville School (20-52 Lakeville Road).

Special art and anthropology exhibits, films, children's story
hours and community meetings supplement one of the finest
collections of books, recordings and reference materials on Long
Island.

Great Neck Library Main Branch
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