
























Town House Apartments 
bu i It c. 1948, Manoug Exerj ian, Arch itect 

The architecture of the area also saw 

changes. The historic commercial 

buildings remained, but there were 

new ones that offered a different 
vision of the community - a modern 

fac;:ade with sparse ornamentation. 

The shopping center built by Sol 
Atlas marked a new beginning for the 

downtown, along with new stores on 

Bond Street. These priorities of 

modest affordable apartments and 

new stores with convenient parking 

would influence the Village's sur­

roundings for many decades. 

The New Architecture 
of Long Island: 

1955 -70 

In the early 1950's Great Neck Road 

was paved, creating a new thorough­

fare for traffic and stores. The 

firemans' fairs ended as new office 

buildings occupied the open fields. 

New shops including Jahn's ice­

cream parlor opened . During the 

next 15 years more Jewish residents 

moved into the area, so that by 1963 
almost half of the population was 

Jewish. At the same time there 

were growing concerns among local 

residents. The Cold War brought 

frequent public alerts and bomb 

shelters were within easy reach . 

Other issues included the growth of 

apartment buildings. In September 

1955, the Great Neck Democratic 

Wanamakers Department Store was 
part of the new suburban store 
explosion in the 1950's. 

Club held a forum on apartments, 

claiming they threatened the com­

munity. Club president Bertram 
Harnett said "unless this trend is 

checked, it is obviously going to lead 

to steadily increasing problems of 
traffic, school construction, water 

supply and pol ici ng ... " 

Great Neck Plaza continued to be a 

popular nightspot. A club on Cutter 

Mill Road hosted such celebrities as 

Della Reese, along with jazz players 
and Irish musicians. The Nightcap 

was known as a "black and white 

bar" because it attracted a racially 

mixed audience. 

Many of the new buildings during the 

1960s were marked departures from 

their earlier historica l neighbors. 

The most famous was the Chase 

Manhattan Bank [Tour Stop 9], built 

in 1961. Architects Benjamin Thompson 

and Paul Dietrich of The Architect's 

Collaborative (TAC) , founded by 

Walter Gropius, designed the 
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landmark bank. Their concept was 

that banks should go back to " looking 

and acting like banks," rather than 

"supermarkets or shoe salons." The 

bank, the first suburban branch of a 
New York City-based bank, featured 

glass door entrances and walls, drive­

in teller service and a community 

room. According to local residents, it 

was not well received . However it 
received awards from the American 

I nstitute of Arch itects and other 

professional architects. 

eo .. .. 

Epilogue 

Since the 1960s there has been a 

tremendous growth in office and 

commercial development, with spurts 

of residential apartment buildings 

throughout the Village. Yet Great 

Neck Plaza is fortunate to have 

preserved many historic sites 

throughout the Village. The Village 
has an active Historic Preservation 

Commission that will ensure the 

preservation of its historic sites and 

buildings for future generations. The 

Village is also utilizing innovative 

computer technology to help plan its 

future. Residents can help support 

these efforts by attending preservation 

commission meetings and by learning 

about the Village's goals and objec­

tives. Visitors can also participate by 

passing this guide on to friends and 

family. But everyone can take notice 

of the sites documented in this guide 

and marvel in their history . • 

Chase Manhattan Bank 
22 Crace Avenue, built c. 1961 
Benjamin Thompson & Paul Dietrich, 
The Architect's Collaborative 



• 
Tour Stop Directions 

o Great Neck Train Station. 

• Proceed out of station rear and cross 

S. Station Plaza to the Wychwood Apartments. 

The building entrance is on 8 Barstow Road. 

e Wychwood: Cross Barstow Road to the 

New York Telephone Building. 

e Telephone building: turn right onto 

Welwyn Road and walk 1 very long block 

to the US Post Office. 

• From the Post office cross Welwyn Road 

to the Village Gardens Apartments. 

• Walk up Welwyn Road to 16 Welwyn Road, 

"Wyngate" Home. 

• Go back down Welwyn Road and turn right onto 

Barstow Road. Cross N. Station Plaza. 19 Barstow 

is on your right, Dunstone Garden Apartments. 

• Turn right onto Grace Avenue. Walk up the hill. 

St. Paul's Church is on your right. 

• Walk back down Grace Avenue, past the park. 

Chase Manhattan Bank is on your left. 

e Walk down Park Place towards the train station. 

The Robertson Block is on your right. 

CD Turn right on N. Station Plaza and turn right onto 

Bond Street. 5 Bond Street is on your right. 

48 On your left is 8 Bond Street. 

CD Continue up Bond to Grace Avenue. 

10 Grace Avenue is on the left corner. 
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e Walk up 1 block on Bond Street, crossing 

Grace Avenue. 4 Maple Drive is , on your left, 

Westminster Apartments. 

6) Continue up Bond Street to Stoner, 

Community Church is on your right. 

• Go back down Bond Street. Turn right onto Maple. 

Cross Middle Neck Road, turning left. 

Walk 1 block south to the corner of Elm. 

82 Middle Neck Road is on your right, 

Cadillac/Barron Building. 

• Turn right onto Elm. Walk past the gate. 

Turn left onto Hillside Avenue. 

1 Hillside Avenue is on your left 

at the end of the street. 

• Walk back to Middle Neck Road. 

Turn right onto Middle Neck Road. 

Citibank is 1 block on your left. 

G) Continue south. 11 Middle Neck Road 

is at the next corner on your left. 

fli) Cross Middle Neck Road and continue on 

Cutter M ill Road . Turn right onto Pearce Place. 

Go to the end . You will come to 7 Walnut Street. 

., Go back to Cutter Mill Road and turn right. 

Turn right onto Town House Place to the 

Town House Apartments. 

• Go back to Cutter Mill Road. Turn left. 

Turn right onto Middle Neck Road. 

Turn right onto Great Neck Road. 

Turn left onto Knightsbridge Road. 

90 Knightsbridge is on your right. 



o Great Neck Train Station 

Built c. 1924 

Architect Unknown 

Reference on page 6 

., Wychwood Apartments 

8 Barstow Road 

Built c. 1928 

Schwartz & Gross Architects 

Reference on page 7 

• NY Telephone Building 
Barstow and Welwyn Road 

Built c. 1929 

Architect Unknown 

Reference on page 7 

o US Post Office 

1 Welwyn Road 

Built c. 1939 

William Dewey Foster and 

Louis Simon, Architects 

Reference on page 9 

• Village Gardens Apartments 
8 Welwyn Road 

Built c. 1941 

N.J. Sapienza, Architect 

Reference on page 7 a 

e A "Wyngate" Home 

1 6 Welwyn Road 

Built c. 1937 

Sterling M. Palm, Architect 

Reference on page 8 

• Dunstone Garden Apartments 
19 Barstow Road 

Built c. 1939 

Wesley Sherwood Bessell, 

Architect 

Reference on page 9 

- -
Tour Stops 
o St Paul 's Church 

68 Grace Avenue 

Built c. 1924 

Mann & MacNeilie Architects 

Reference on page 6 

o Chase Manhattan Bank 

22 Grace Avenue 

Built c. 1961 

Benjamin Thompson and 

Paul Dietrich, The Architect's 

Collaborative 

Reference on page 77 

em> Robertson Block 

29-35 N. Station Plaza 

Built c. 1870 

Architect Unknown 

Reference on page 4 

CD 5 Bond Street 

Built c. 1946 

Manoug Exerjian, Architect 

Reference on page 7 a 

(E) 8 Bond Street 

Built c. 1926 

James O 'Connor, Architect 

Reference on page 5 

G) 10 Grace Avenue 

Built c. 1947 

Manoug Exerjian, Architect 

Reference on page 7 a 

e Westminster Apartments 

4 Maple Drive 

Built c. 1929 

Architect Unknown 

Reference on page 7 

Of) Community Church 

2 Stoner Avenue 

Built c. 1924 

Architect Unknown 

Reference on page 6 

41 Cadillac/Barron Building 

82 Middle Neck Road 

Built c. 1907 

Architect Unknown 

Reference on page 8 

4D 1 Hillside Avenue 

Built c. 1931 

Joseph Unger, Architect 

Reference on page 7 

• Citibank 

51 Middle Neck Road 

Builtc.1919-1925 

Architect Unknown 

Reference on page 6 

CD 11 Middle Neck Road 

Built c. 1913 

James O'Connor, Architect 

Reference on page 5 

~ 7 Walnut Place 

Built c. 1919 

Architect Unknown 

Reference on page 8 

f) Town House Apartments 

Town House Place 

Built c. 1948 

Manoug Exerjian, Architect 

Reference on page 7 7 

• Brookwood Hall 

90 Knightsbridge Road 

Built c. 1948 

Tooker and Marsh, Architects 

Reference on page 7 a 



~ 90 KNIGHTSBRIDGE 
W APARTMENT HOUSE 

Built c. 1948 
Tooker and Marsh, 
Architects 

A TOWN HOUSE 
W APARTMENTS 

Town House Place 
Built c. 1948 
Manoug Exerjian, Architect 

~7WALNUT 
WPLACE 

Built c. 1919 
Architect Unknown 

~ 11 MIDDLE NECK 
WROAD 

Built c. 1913 
James O'Connor, 
Architect 
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o GREAT NECK 
TRAIN STATION 

South Station Plaza 
Built c. 1924 
Architect Unknown 

eCITIBANK 

51 Middle Neck Road 
Built c. 1919-1925 
Architect Unknown 

OWYCHWOOD 
APARTMENTS 

Barstow Road, 
Built c. 1928 
Schwartz & Gross 
Architects 

G 1 HillSIDE 
AVENUE 

Built c. 1931 
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o "NY TELEPHONE" 
BUILDING 

Barstow & Welwyn Road 
Built c. 1929 
Architect Unknown 
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G CADILLAC/BARRON 
' BUILDING 

82 Middle Neck Road 
Joseph Unger, Architect Built c. 1907 

Architect Unknown 

o US POST 
OFFICE 

o VILLAGE GARDENS 
APARTMENTS 

G A "WYNGATE" 
' HOME 

1 Welwyn Road 8 Welwyn Road 16 Welwyn Road 
Built c. 1939 Builtc.1941 Built c. 1937 
William Dewey Foster & N.J. Sapienza, Architect Sterling M. Palm, 
Louis Simon, Architects Architect 

CD COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

CD WESTMINSTER 
APARTMENTS 

4D 10 GRACE 
AVENUE 

2 Stoner Avenue 4 Maple Drive Built c. 1947 
Built c. 1924 Built c. 1929 Manoug Exerjian, 
Architect Unknown Architect Unknown Architect 

G DUNSTONE GARDEN 
APARTMENTS 

19 Barstow Road 
Built c. 1939 
Wesley Sherwood Bessell, 
Architect 

41)8 BOND 
STREET 

Built c. 1926 
James O'Conner, 
Architect 

, 
O ST. PAUL'S 

, CHURCH 

68 Grace Avenue 
Built c. 1924 
Mann & MacNeille, 
Architects 

A CHASE 
VMANHATIAN 

BANK 
22 Grace Avenue, 
Builtc.1961 
Benjamin Thompson 
& Paul Dietrich, 
The Architect's 
Collaborative, Architects. 

~ROBERTSON 
WBLOCK 

29-35 N. Station Plaza, 
Built c. 1870 
Architect Unknown 

AS BOND 
W STREET 

Built c. 1946 
Manoug Exerjian, 
Architect 



Great Neck Architectural Design Styles 
There are many different kinds of buildings and design sty les in the Vi llage. These 

typicai ly reflect the fashions of the times as we ll as the builder's architectural prefer­

ences. For instance, Wi lliam R. Grace was fond of English style buildings, as were 
many of his contemporaries and other builders . As a result we see Engl ish Tudor 

sty le apartment and commercial bu ild ings, the names of such places as Wyngate, 

and the landscaping around the numerous garden apartments along Schenck Avenue 
and Welwyn Road. At the same time, many 20th-century builders favored Colonial 

Revival buildings which used architectural features from the late 18th and early 19th 

century, including multi-paned windows, small entry porches and gambrel roofs. By 

the late 1930s and into the 1950s new styles were adopted from art-deco motifs and 

streamlined curved shapes for commercial and apartment buildings. As a result of 

these fashion trends we can see the Village's history through its built env ironment. 

English Tudor 
English Tudor buildings have exposed 

exterior timbers in between plaster or 

stucco sheathing. This style was 

extreme ly popular for com merc ial 

buildings in the mid - late 1800s and 

for houses and apartment buildings in 

the early - mid 1900s. Examples of 

thi s sty le in Great Neck Plaza include 

16 Welwyn Road (#6), 4 M aple Avenue 
(#14), 1 Hillside Avenue (#17), and two 

commercial buildings at 70-78 and 

67-85 Middle Neck Road. 

Colonial Revival 
During the late 1800s and early to 

mid-1900s many designers harkened 

back to classic Federal and Greek 

Revival architecture, with such features 
as triangular gable pediments on the 

roof, small multi-paned double sash 

windows, simple gable or gambrel 

roofs, and corner pi lasters with 

co lumns. Decorative touches also 

included square dentils along the roof 

lines, round porches and manicured 
gardens and lawns. Examples of the 

sty le include the Village Garden 

Apartments (#5), 8 Bond Street (#12), 

the Community Church (#15), Citibank 

(#1 8) and 90 Knightsbridge Road (#22). 

Victorian 
Victo ri an buildings are typically 
characterized by bay windows, small 

turrets or towers, decorative brackets 

and shingles on the surface or roof. 

This style was most popular in the late 

1800s to early 1900s but later buildings 
had similar characteristics . Some exam­

ples include the Wychwood Apartments 
(#2), 19 Barstow Road (#7), St. Paul 's 

Church (#8) the Robertson Block (#10) 

and 11 Middle Neck Road (#19), 

Art Deco 
Art Deco and Art Moderne style build­

ings were most popular in the 1920s 

through 1940s. Their features include 

a smooth surface of varying co lors with 

projecting windows surrounded by 

z igzags, glass blocks and occasionally 

stained glass. They can also have 
curved walls w hen situated on a corner. 

Examples include the New York 
Telephone Building (#3), 5 Bond Street 
(#11) and 10 Grace Avenue (#13). 

Vernacular 
Architectural histori ans ca ll buildings 

that are des igned by ordinary people 

vernacular architecture. They usually 

are based on patterns that are tradition­

al in particular reg ions or built by a 

group of people. While vern acular 

buildings are common in rural areas, 

they are also part of workers houses. 

Examples in Great Neck Plaza include 
the houses along Walnut and Pearce 

place (#20), 22 Chapel and 4 Ash Place. 

They are wooden frame homes with a 

modified Georgian floor plan, 2 rooms 

wide and 2 rooms deep. All have gable 

roofs and double sash w indows. 

Modern 
Beginning in the 1950s and 1960s 

many profess ional architects experi­

mented with various styles, ranging 

from the square Bauhaus style to round 

buildings. In Great Neck Plaza we 
have the Chase Manhattan Bank (#9) 

as the premier example of this style. 

Its' square box-like cubes and glass 

entranceway was a pioneering exam­
ple, along with the round-entrance 

NY Fitness Club which ori ginally 

housed a Cadill ac dealership at 

15 Barstow Road. 

For more information on architectural 

styles, read Virginia and Lee McAlester, 
A Field Guide to American Houses 
(Knopf, 1984). 



Long Island Traditions 

Dedicated to the documentation and preservation 
of Long Island's living cultural heritage. 

382 Main Street 
Port Washington, NY 11050 

516-767-8803 
www.longislandtraditions.org 

Village of Great Neck Plaza 

Gussack Plaza 
516-482-4500 

www.greatneckplaza.net 
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